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The book is severely critical, but it is soundly scholarly, and through- 
out the author works for a constructive and sane formula and not without 
a really valuable result. His narrative account of the chief trials is 
excellent. The bibliography of the whole subject of freedom of speech 
is no small contribution. If any smug complacency survives the reading 
of the text it certainly cannot be saved from reflection if it examines the 
dates and summaries of state legislation on sedition, much of it dated 
1919, and pauses to reflect how often in war times similar legislation 
was used to punish as disloyalty opinions and expressions that arose 
purely from agrarian or industrial discontent. If there be those who are 
prepared to write new chapters in the history of intolerance it is well 
that this one has been ably and vigorously written. Those who with good 
or bad consciences, with muddled brains or clear, would limit freedom 
of speech must reckon with a book that has put them permanently on the 
defensive. 

The life of Joseph Hodges Choate. As gathered chiefly from his letters. 
Including his own story of his boyhood and youth. By Edward 
Sandford Martin. 2 volumes. (New York: Charles Scribner's sons, 
1921. 471, 439 p. $10.00) 
A combination of Theron G-. Strong's Joseph H. Choate, brought out 
in 1917, and the two volumes compiled by Mr. Martin present a fairly 
comprehensive account of one of the foremost Americans of his time. 
As the earlier work laid emphasis on Mr. Choate 's career as a lawyer, 
picturing him in the capacities of advocate and, for the four years in 
which he represented the United States near the Court of St. James, 
as ambassador, the newer volumes are devoted largely to the man, par- 
ticularly in his personal relations with his family and his friends. As 
indicated in the subtitle, the bulk of the material is from letters written 
by Mr. Choate himself. To these are added excerpts from his speeches, 
illustrative newspaper clippings, and, occasionally, letters written to him. 
The author has submerged himself almost completely and has furnished 
only enough narrative to bind together the mass of documents. He has 
allowed one of the most interesting portions of the whole production, the 
story Mr. Choate wrote of his early life, to form the introductory chapter. 
One regrets that Mr. Choate had not the time and the inclination to 
bring this autobiographical sketch down to a later date. 

From these two volumes alone the reader would be able to make only 
by inference a very clear picture of the part actually played in American 
affairs by Mr. Choate, but, on the other hand, nothing could better bring 
out the personality of one who lighted his way through a long, active, and 
eventful life with unfailing good humor and ready wit. 

From the character of the correspondence reproduced there could not be 
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expected very much that would illuminate the more technical side of the 
life of a lawyer who took a prominent part in such noted cases as that in- 
volving constitutionality of the federal income-tax law of 1894, the one- 
time famous Sage-Laidlow episode, or the Standard Oil companies in 
many of their repeated efforts to resist legislative aggressions. Even the 
long chapter (covering more than 220 pages) which deals with the four 
years which Mr. Choate spent as ambassador in England has but little to 
indicate the real character of the services rendered by theAmerican repre- 
sentative. Now and then are found slight references to the Alaska 
boundary affair, or to such delicate questions as those bound to come 
before a neutral representative on the occasion of the Boer war, or to the 
Russo-Japanese war, but for the most part one reads of the social side 
of a popular diplomat's round; for official correspondence the reader 
must seek elsewhere. 

It is not a comprehensive, balanced account of Mr. Choate 's career, nor 
was it intended to be that. Taken for what it is and for what it pur- 
ports to be, the work is a welcome addition to the biographical literature 
covering the past half century. 

The United States in the world war. 1918-1920. By J. B. McMaster. 
(New York: D. Appleton and company, 1920. 510 p. $3.00) 

The second volume of Professor McMaster 's history of the United 
States in the war covers the period from the spring of 1918 to the 
rejection of the treaty of Versailles by the senate in March, 1920. The 
account is apparently built up from the careful study of newspaper files, 
the whole piled together from the day-to-day accounts, rumor followed 
by contradictory fact as it came. In reading the book one thinks back 
again to the days when we rushed out into the streets to buy the latest 
extra, to scan the lines of fact and alleged fact, always trying to pierce 
the veil, wondering what was really going on, anxious, a little uncertain, 
but still trusting our chosen leaders. 

We sit down with Professor McMaster 's volume in the hope that these 
questions will be answered. But we close the book with most of them 
still unanswered. It is not the same account, the errors have been elimi- 
nated, but the veil still remains. We are left wondering still and must 
perforce turn to other books to find the answer to our ever-reeurring 
"why?" 

Professor McMaster succeeded brilliantly in constructing a history of 
the American people from 1783 to 1860 from newspapers and speeches. 
But those materials hardly suffice for an account of the war period. Far 
too much real history lies behind the statements of newspaper correspond- 
ents and the utterances of statesmen. Much of this history is unat- 
tainable, much more is only a matter of conjecture. But one feels that 



